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by Charles F, H. Menges 


In reply to Query No. 75 — "Amphibious Invasions of Fred N, Williams": Your 
query covers a lot of ground. However, I assume, from your mention of Napoleon, that 
you refer to invasions or attempted invasions of England. And I further assume that 
by “amphibious invasion" you mean a combined land and marine operation, with naval 
forces attempting to overcome opposing naval and, to some extent, shore resistance and 
simultaneously transporting, or protecting the transport of, ground troops who are to 


attempt a landing for the purpose of overcoming land resistance and occupying the 
territory, 


Actually, all early naval operations were amphibious. The same men who were 
Sailors at sea beached their boats and became soldiers on land, Later there was a 
division of duty, with mariners to work and maneuver the ship and soldiers to do the 
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battlefield, 


became too great, 


and Wales, 


and was’ practically bloodless. 


actual fighting, whether on land or sea, 


probably for hundreds of years earlier, 


Any invasion of the British Isles is necessarily amphibious. 
successful project was not the earliest by some 1800 years, 
invasion was the conquest by the Romans during the first century A.D. 
made a landing and fought a battle almost a hundred years earlier, but his was more 
ef a scouting expedition and a test of strength than an attempt to occupy the Land, 


The next amphibious invasion, and one with vastly greater and more lasting , 
effects, was that of William of Normandy in 1066 = although Harald Hardrada, king of 


Norway, and Tostig Godwinson, the English king's brother, had made an unsuccessful 
landing earlier the same year,’ 


The last successful invasion of England was that of William of Orange in 1688, 
This was hardly a conquest, as it was welcomed by the great majority of the English 


But it was none-the-less an armed landing of foreign 
foreign with the possibility, at least, ,of armed resistance, 


But until comparatively recently, sea battles 
were not naval operations as we consider them, but primarily maneuvers to bring vessels 


to close quarters so that a hand-to-hand infantry battle could be fought on a floating 


The earliest recorded 


The next important amphibious operations were the landings of the "Englishmen" - 
the North Germanic tribes of Angles, Saxons, and Jutes, 


Scandanavian seafarers, had raided the British coasts during the Roman occupation and 


Such raids, however, were merely sporadic 
forays with landings for plunder and captives with withdrawals as soon as resistance 
But about the middle of the fifth century the English came to stay. 
As soon as they had gained a solid foothold, they brought over their wives and families 
and spread out over the country, practically exterminating the native Britons through= 
out the area that is now England, and driving the survivors into the hills of Scotland 


These peoples, with the 


After. the English came the Danes, with a dream of a united Scandinavian kingdom, 
They, too, conquered and remained, but they did not displace the English and their 


short rule ended with the death of Canute who had, for a time, actually united England, 
Denmark, Norway and Sweden under one sovereign, 


For the next five hundred years, until the coming of the Spanish Armada, most of 
the amphibious operations were in the other direction, 
although it failed, was most certainly not merely a naval attack but was intended to 
force landings for. troops to conquer and occupy the country,’ 


The attempt of the Armada, 


And Napoleonts un=. 


Julius Caesar 
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Since then, there have been only Napoleon's idea and that of the late Herr 
Hitler = neither of which actually reached the amphibious invasion stage, Napoleon 
had made extensive preparations but, even before the French defeat at Trafalgar had 
made any hope of mastery of the Channel impossible, he had abandoned the attempt, And 
we all know of the failure of Hitler's softening-up attempt, 


(Query No. 75 by Fred N, Williams -—-Which was the earliest amphibious invasion? Was 
the one of the Napoleonic era the earliest or was there one prior to that?) 


A CHRISTMAS LETTER TO THE SECRETARY 
by Capt. P, A. McDonald 


Dear Mr, Hamilton: 


The year of 1950 with all its fears, hopes and objectives, is rolling to its 
close at a great clip of speed, and hard beneath our lee lies Christmas, the season 

for exchange of greetings and good wishes as well as for observance in a manner pecu-= 
liar to the individual or to a Christian people. Again, together with a card bearing 
the likeness of a ship I once sailed in, accept my sincere good wishes, which includes 
a good landfall on Point 1951 .Now sharp on the weather bow, Since you are interested 
in my choice of Christmas cards, let me explain that, apart from the little human 
vanities and desire to strut one's stuff, my chief concern is to perpetuate through 

the medium of a photo or engraving upon a bit of pasteboard, some of the ships one has 
sailed in, and for which one still harbors a feeling of fealty, affection or admira= 
tion; at the root of which there is also an element of regret and a longing for the 
days that were, The truth is, we loved our ships - stately full riggers, giant four= 
masted barks, barkentines and even schooners come up for their individual attention in 
exact proportion to events or incidents and to the part we, as seamen, played or stand 
reflected in those ships, Ships, like men, possessed, be it remembered, personal traits 
and characteristics, and not all were proud "Clippers" or former "Queens" of the sea= 
lanes, In fact many of them were but tired old droughcrs through the gaping seams of 
which I have helped to pump a generous portion of the five oceans, including the outer 
margins of the same, Yet, however insignificant the ship, or the part we played, all 
went to make up the warp and weft of that greater pageant called Life, 


Though one may not summon the physical presence of these ships, but viewed throug! 
the memory=mist,and the image further sharpened by the recollections of events rather 
than dates, adventure of some sort, even romance, but chicfly because of some fearful 
tussle with the elements from which we emerged, if not victorious, at least chastened 
and wiser souls, these ships come to life again, 


There are well remembered scenes and incidents at sea in which the best as well 
as the worst in man come to the surface, The mean and the sordid, one forgets, The 
bold and courageous rising at times to the magnificent stands out in one's memory 

rendered more poignant by the now absence of the ships, 


There now remains but a handful of prints, or if fortunate, a genuine "Patterson" 
depicting the sombre majesty and beauty of a tall ship under canvas. As for some of 
the ships making up my Christmas cards, there was the WILLIAM H. MACY, HENRY FAILING, 
CHARLES E, MOODY, WILLIAM H, SMITH, bark CARONDELET =<- the first four were stately 
sky-sail yarders in which one is proud to have served as officer, CARONDELET, though 
less impressive, was a grand old craft, too, There was also the beautiful barkentine 
LAHARINA, of which I was once Chief Mate, and in which so many things happened; but 
now, chiefly associated in one's memory with the appearance of "Halley's Comet", on 

a passage from Australia, San Francisco bound, It was a magnificent spectacle to 
which a benign Diety raised the nightly curtain for his water-borne childr@who had 
ringside seats, to watch with awe and wonderment the gigantic, broom-like tail sweep 
the Southern heavens, 
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This year also marked the passing of one of my favorite authors, Mark Twain, who 
came in with "Halley's Comet" and had predicted going out with it. There was the bar~ & 
kentine, JANE L. STANFORD, the four-masted barks WILLIAM DOLLAR, MOSHULU, and the 

FLYING CLOUD, formerly the BUCKINGHAM, famed for her gorgeous figurehead of which you & 
have a photo copy, There was also the fullrigger, DUNSYRE which graces this year's 
Christmas Card, The above mentioned five, I have commanded, 


One can touch but lightly upon one's experience in each ship but let me assure 
you there were incidents and times when one lived more intensely in one hour, clawing 
off a lee shore, for instance, than in a whole life=time of complacent drifting, 
whether on hand or at sea, with wind and tide in one's favor, I have in mind the 
FLYING CLOUD in particular, a hurricane in the Coral Sea, and some months later a 


typhoon in the Westcrn Pacific, the threatcning immensity of which has left permanent 
scars upon one!s momory, 


Gone are all these ships. Some ended their days as coal barges on the Atlantic 
seaboard, others as fishing barges off the Gold Coast (California), FLYING CLOUD, a 
hulk in Sydney, WILLIAM DOLLAR and DUNSYRE as unwilling towing barges, committed 
hari~kari on the West Coast of Vancouver Island, And, may I be forgiven, if to me, it 
was like a benediction fulfilled, I loved those ships, The MOSHULU, the finest of 
all the ships I have sailed in or captained, after many vicissitudes and under many 
different flags, is now a storage hulk in the Baltic, 


The mood as well as the necessity for these ships is gone, and though this old 
shellback draws sustenance from the cherished past, making this seemingly barren after 
math more tolerable, I will not commit the sacrilege of wishing them back, 


Again the Season's Greetings, 


THE OLD CHARTS OF BILL ADAMS 
FOR SALE 


- From Bill Adams, 


I have made up my mind that I am not going to live forever up here in these 
mountains and have decided to sell my old charts to prevent them from falling into un= 
appreciative hands, I gave one of my charts of the North Atlantic to a doctor friend-- 
it was the mate to the one I describe of the South Atlantic; and my gosh he lost it — 
what darn fools some folks are to lose a thing like that, I will not take any more 

‘chances with my charts and so I offcr them to the members of the Guild, knowing that 
those who may buy them will appreciate them, I have not set a price on them, they are 
‘ worth more to some than they are to others, (Note: sufficient time will be allowed 
for all members to submit prices no matter where located, Kindly send all letters 
pertaining to charts to Harry D, Hamilton, Secrctary,) 


Chart Number 1 — The South Atlantic chart is 1 x 51 inches, On it are inset small 

charts of Fernando Noronha, and Tristan D'Acunha, with profile charts of them and of 
Inaccessible Island, Those are all on Brazil. On Africa are small inset charts of 

St. Paul's Rocks, and Gough Island, At bottom of chart, to the right corner, are 

charts of Ascension, St. Helena, the Rocas, and Trinidad Island, with Martin Vaz 

Islets, There are, just above these, profile charts of St. Paul's Rocks, Trinidad, 

Martin Vaz, Ascension and Gough, The chart extends from four degrees north the line 2 


.to 66 south, Longitude 95 west, 25 east. The Galapagos Islands and Mas a Fuera and 
Juan Fernandez are shown in the Pacific. The South Shetlands, South Orkneys, South 
Georgia and Falklands, are shown, Also the Sandwich Group, which lie S.E, of South 
Georgia, The African coast shows from Fernando Po and the Cameroons to Cape Town, 
and thence to longitude 25 E. Cape Town is about longitude 18 E. 


Many of the Antarctic Continent islands are marked, as then known, in 188), 
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Soundings are shown down the East coast of South America, round the Falklands, and on 
the Burdwood Bank between them and Staten land; also on the Agulhas Bank, The varia= 
tion is marked in many places, by curves or lines; as also the limit of the S, E, trade 
wind, and the northerly limit of the Antarctic ice drift (about 2 degrees south), The 
tracks commonly used by sailing ships to St. Helena are shovn, and are very interesting- 
one of them going about 1,000 miles south of St, Helena, using the S, E, trade as a 
fair wind, and then heading north to the island after passing the region of variable 
winds, That is the westerly route to St, Helena, The easterly, or inner route, passes 
some 180 miles off the African coast. Five outward bound tracks are distinct in pen- 
cil, marked at noon, day by day, down to and round the Horn; but off the Horn it is 
not possible always to follow each certainly, The outbound tracks follow close in to 
the South American coast, to get the offshore winds, There are ten homeward bound 
tracks round the Horn marked, and they swing, of course, far out to the east; heading 
about E.N.E, after clearing the Horn, These are from the West Coast of America, and 
also from Australia, There are seven outward bound tracks marked round the Cape of 
Good Hope, some to Calcutta, some to Australia, One of the latter goes as far as 
south, the farther south the stronger the westerlies, It isn't possible to know for 
sure which of the tracks farther north are for India, or Australia. There are three 
tracks homeward bound, passing close to the Cape, from India, These all head about 


N. E. of course, the ship running up in the S, E, trade. One track is from Iquique to 
the Horn, homebound with nitrates. 


The track of the OMAR PASHA, from the line to the meridian of the Cape of Good 
Hope in latitude 37 south, in sixteen days, is marked on the chart in pencil, The 
track of the HEATHER BELL in 1857 from the Horn to the line is similarly markeds but 
without a reading glass I cannot tell the number of days, Think it is 21, All insect 
charts give soundings and bottom nature, I guess that is all, There are a lot of 
other marks, Small banks, islands, etc, 


Chart Number 2, 


Chart of the sea north of the British Isles is 6 feet by 1 inches, made by 
Ismay Imric 1887, Not backed, Needs to be backed, Shows all Scotland, Ireland and 
England to 2 degrees East of Greenwich. Latitude 43 North to 67 North. Goes to 
Longitude about 15 “lest. Shows large part of English Channel and French Coast to 
Ushant. Shows Shetlands, Orkneys, Hebrides, Rockwall Bank, Has inset chart of Rock= 
wall Bank, and of Caledonia Canal across Scotland, Soundings and nature of bottom 
given everywhere near shore and also on the Rockwall and Porcupine Banks and off 
islands, All lighthouses then in use, marked with range of light. One short edge is 
bound, The other not bound and has a tear of a foot that can be fixed easily. 


Chart Number 3, 


Chart of St. George's Channel, Irish Sea, North Channel made from surveys by 
Royal Navy captains, 75 inches long, 39 inches wide, F. W, Beechey, Robinson, Sherimg= 


ham, Fraser, Denham, Mudge and Williams, in 187), Published by Richard H. Laurie, 53 
Fleet St., London, 


From Longitude 2/20 to Longitude 7.20 West. Starts in Lat. 51/30 off Trevose 
Head, Cornwall, takes in all Bristol Channel, St, George's Channel, Irish Sea, and _ 
North (also called Irish) Channel, with Isle of Man, and goes north to latitude 56/5. 
Shows all West coast of England 2nd Wales, With Scotland to Mull of Cantyre, Sound 
of Jura, and Orensay —— shows all soundings and lights, and ranges of lights as then 
known, Gives soundings with nature of bottom, Has inset charts of Greenock, Gourock 
Bay, Glascow, ond Whitehaven; with large insct chart of the Firth of Clyde; and a 
large one of Liverpool Bay from Liverpool to Menai Strait, On Ireland are inset charts 
of Lough Carlingford, Lough Larne, Belfast Bay, and Dublin Bay, All inset charts have 
all soundings marked with nature of bottom and lights, Irish coast shown from a little 
south of Inistrahull Light on north coast to about 50 miles west of Waterford harbor 
on S, Coast, I would say that this chart is somewhat of a2 treasure, (cont'd, page 161) 
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AMERICAN & ENGLISH FLEETS on LAKE CHAMPLAIN and LAKE GEORGE 


The American fleet was equipped with 2, kh, 6, 9, 12 and 18 pound guns, Also 3 
swivels and possibly 2 pound guns. No record of the 2 pounders exists other than * 


a request of Richard Varick for 9, 12, 18 and 2) pound shot. Swivels were ordered from 
the Salisbury Iron Works; however, makeshift small cannon of one, two, and three pounds 


were used to replace standard swivels to a great extent due to a shortage of the true 
article, The Americans used many so-called "French twelve pounders," These guns,. 
however, fired a shot of about 12,8 to 13.8 pounds weight and were sometimes referred 
to as 13 pound guns, No standard 13 pounders, known as such, existed to the best of 
my knowledge, The English fleet was equipped with 6, 9, 12 and 2 pound guns plus 8" 
howitzers, Some of their gunboats and a radeau were cquipped with Hessian artillery 
and artillerymen, Chambers may have referred to these as batteaus, In his time he 
was considercd among the best of historical fiction writers and in general was quite 
reliable, The bclow is the best list available on these flcets: 


American Ships Swivels 2 1b, 1b, 6 1b. 9 1b, 12 1b, 18 1b, 

Schooner Royal Savage ‘LO - ese 4 - - ~ 

Sloop Enterprise 10 - 12 - - - - 

Schooner Revenge 10 ~ - 

Gondola Boston 8 ~ ~ ~ 2 1 - 

Gondola New Haven 8 2 1 
Gondola Providence 8 ~ 2 1 
Schooner or Ketch Liberty 8 h h - - - - 

Gondola Spitfire 8 - ~ ~ 2 1 - 

Gondola Connecticut 8 - ~ - 2 1 » 

Row Galley = Cutter Lee 10 1 1 

Gondola Jersey 8 2 1 

Gondola Philadelphia 8 2 1 ~ 

Row Galley Turnbull 16 - - h 2 1 1 

Row Galley Washington 8 1 4 - 2 1 2 

Row Galley Congress 16 ~ = 6 2 1 » | 

#*Row Galley Gates 16 - - h - 8 2 

Gondola New York 8 - - ~ 2 1 ~ 


#Not at Valcour Island 


English records give Schooner ROYAL SAVAGE as 8 = 6!s and 4 = k's, Schooner REVENGE 
4 = 6's, = hts, Gondolas 1 - 18, 2 = 9!s, Row Galleys 2-18, 2-12, 6 = 6 and 
2 - 2, Schooner or Ketch LIBERTY 8 - 4's, Sloop ENTERPRISE 12 - k's, I belicve these 


are incorrect as it has been proven by the recovery of the Gondola PHILADELPHIA that 
her armament was 9!s and so-called 12's, 


English Fleet, Ship INFLEXIBLE 18-2) 1b,, Schr, MARIA 1 = 6 1lb., Schr, CARLETON 
I2=-6 1B., Gondola ROYAL CONVERT 7 - 9 1b., 20 Gunboats with brass field piece cach 
of 9 to 2 1b, and also some 8" howitzers, Radeau THUNDERER (floating battery of tvo 


masts) 6 = 2 1bs,, 6 = 12 lbs, and two 8" howitzers. h longboats of one field piece 
each, 


Shot. English 12 1b, = 4,40" dia, of 11.13 to 11.99 lbs, weight -— average 11.56 lbs, 
French 12 lb, = 4,61" diam, of 12.8 to 13.78 lbs. weight = average 12,8 lbs. 

James, Cooper, Roosevelt and Brady call attention to this variation due to difference 

in density and forcign weights and measures, 


See (1) History of the Campaign for the Conquest of Canada in 1776 = Chas. Jones 1881, 
(2) Waterbury's report to Congress at Stamford October 2), 1776, from Documents in 
Battles of the United States by Sea and Land, Henry B, Dawson, (3) H. I. Chapellets 
History of the American Sailing Navy, (4) Rabble in Arms, Kenneth Roberts, (5) Naval 
War of 1812 = Theodore Roosevelt, (6) Cooper's Naval History of 1853, (7) James History 


of the English Navy, (8) Brady's Kedge Anchor, (9) A Page from the Past = Story of 
Gondola PHILADELPHIA — L, F. Hagglund, 
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Names of the Masts of the THOMAS W, LAWSON 
In Answer to Capt. S, C, Sullivan (Names from Ten Sources ) 


List 1 List 2 List 3 List List 5 List 6 


Fore Fore Fore Fore Fore Fore 
Main Main Main Main Main Main 


Mizzen Middle Mizzen Mizzen Mizzen Mizzen 
Spanker Mizzen Middle Jigger Jigger Jigger 
Jigger Spanker Jigger Driver Spanker Driver 
Driver Jigger Spanker Pusher Pusher Spanker 
Luff Pusher Driver Spanker Driver Pusher 


List No. 1 is from Capt. S. C. Sullivan, from his recollection, Capt. Sullivan served 
two years aboard the LAWSON. 


List No, 2 is the opinion of Robert B,. Applcbee, 

List No, 3 expresses like opinions from three sources; the opinion of a visitor to 
the Mariners! Museum, whose father was a rigger aboard the LAWSON, Capt, Charles 
Magee (dec, )who was pilot aboard the LAWSON, and also the opinion of Capt, Henry 
B. Sweet, at one time Director of the Bureau of Navigation, Washington, D. C, 

List No, expresses the same opinions of other sources. It was taken from a clipping 
from the "Lookout" published by the Seamants Church Institute and from the book 
rey — of New England" by Licut. W. J. L. Parker, and from R, F. Sewall 

N.R.G. 

List No. 5 is the definition taken from the International Maritime Dictionary, 

List No. 6 expresses the opinion of J. Porter Shaw, 

Miss Marjorie Dent Candee, N. R. G., editor "Lookout", writes the LAWSON was known as 

the Sunday = Monday Schooner, her masts named after the days of the week, but that 

her masts were usually known by number, Jlso, from the "Lookout" we learn that these 


masts were 32" in diameter and weighed 20 tons each, The No, 6 mast was used as a 
smokestack for the engines, 


WHALING and OLD SALEM by Frances Diane Robotti 
An Appreciation by Harry D, Hamilton 


In the Guild there are about 40 members who have modeled a whale ship and almost 
as many who have made models of a whale boat, .ind as one whale ship modeler to another, 
I will say, "buy Miss Robottits book", In it you will not find plans of a whaler or 
"hints to ship modelers" but you will find a very interesting history of whaling and 

it is as necessary to know the history of whaling as it is to know how to set up the 
try-works or a shin breaker wheel...The book has a decided appeal to all those inter= 
ested in maritime affairs, It is good for all hands, 


When we think of Old Salem, and her ships, we think of the Spice Islands, the 
GRAND TURK and the Yankee brig. But along comes Miss Robotti to show us the part 
Salem played in the whaling picture. Salem's part, although small, when compared to 


that of Nantucket and New Bedford, yet some 80 to 90 voyages were made from 1799 to 
1867. 


Miss Robotti!s research is so easy to take, She has not missed a bet, and she 


carries us along not only through Salem and her whale ships, but through the eras of 
whaling and sealing, 


The following is a selected list of the chapter headings: Early History; Off 
Shore and Deep Sea Whaling; Whale Oil, Whale bone, and Whale Meat; Scrimshaw, Game 
and Shipwrecks; Disaster and Explorations; Gold Rush, Civil War, and Last Salem Voy= 
ages; A Whalemants Lay; An Agent's Day Book, Desertions and Ambergris, Thirty eight 
illustrations, The excerpts from the logs of Salem whale ships are selected with 
care and tell the story and are not the usual tiresome day by day entries of wind, 
weather and "so ends this day", (Continued on page 162 ). 
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"The Wheel's Kick and the Wind's Song" 
A Review by Ward Keyn bo 


Villers, in the introduction: Captain Course!sbook is the story of the men, the 
ships and the fortunes of the well known JOHN STEWART LINE and is a document of value 
to all who care about the ocean going, square rigged ship. (He mentions that only 
two such vessels remain in service today, four masted barques PAMIR and PASSAT, Both 
these ships are mentioned in Langdons check list of the vessels belonging to the House 
of Laeisz, formerly of the Gustaf Erikson Line, The POMMERN is tied up, rotting, at 
Mariehamn and has been since the war's ends The Russians have the PADUA and use it as 
a training ship for their merchant marine, The body of the book is a chapter by 
chapter account of some of the more famous of the Stewart Line ships and includes the 


Mutiny of the MONKBARNS, an extraordinary story of the last mutiny to take place in a 
British ship, 


Shalimar, one of the best known living writers of sea stories, says Captain 
Course need fear comparison with no historian of merchant ships. H. M. Tomlinson, sea- 
man and author of "Gallions Reach", thought it the best thing he had seen in years 

of reviewing sea books, ; 


The photographs are excellent, some of the best I have seen, The writer who is 
at present Dockmaster of the Port of London authority, has done a tremendous job of 
research, Incidentally, it is a fine job of bookmaking, bound in wine cloth and 
stamped and decorated in gold, Published by Percival Marshall & Co, Ltd. London-- 
price $3.75. 


QUERIES 


Query No, 117, Ship Pictures. Please send to the Secretary the names and sources 
of all firms or institutions which sell ship pictures, We will publish a complete 
list. 

Query No, 118, Brig CABOT. I have coppered the hull of the CABOT, I understand 
that this practice was started by the Jmerican Colonies around this period, Am I 
correct? Would a ship as smell as the CABOT (89!) carry hammock nettings around her 
cap rail? Can someone send a rough sketch of the deck furniture and location suitable 
for the CABOT? 

Query No, 119, Yacht :CARNEGIP wanted. Photographs of deck views after 1920, Espe= 
cially wanted is a view of her bronzewinch as mounted on the quarterdeck, 

Query No, 120, Gaff Topsail, What is the earliest record of the use of this sail 
in any type of vessel? 

Query No, 121, Corving Eagles from John M, Minuse, I would like to get in touch 
with a member who is interested in the carving of eagles, flat such as used on old 
sailing ships, I can copy a design but need some help in working it out, either in 
wood or plaster, 

Query No, 122, Ship NIGHTINGALE, It has been suggested that a biography of this 
ship would prove very interesting. The NIGHTINGALE was named after the singer Jenny 
Lind and at one time was in the slave trade, Facts of her history and owners will be 
appreciated, also pictures and what have you, 

Query No, 123, The VICTORY, I would like to get a picture of the quarterdeck of 
the VICTORY =-- one which shows the wheel, deck fittings and fife rail. 

uery No. 12h. Who invented the centerboard and when? 


uery No. 125, What is the ranterpike rig? I know some of our English members will 
help out, 


From Wm. J. Strong, 4074 W. Walworth St., Elkhorn, Wisc.: I have at my disposal a 
small supply of 1950 calendars which were distributed by the Travelers Insurance 
Company. These calendars contain 12 reproductions of various Currier and Ives litho= 
graphs; among the 12, one is"Clipper Ship DREADNOUGHT off Tusker Light". (Con. p.162 ) 


‘ 
- 
| 


SECRETARY'S MONTHLY LETTER 
VOLUME III DECEMBER 1950 


ANSWERS TO QUERIES 


query No. 11) of Winston don, reply by John Lyman, First part: "Von der 
Galiot Zum Funfmaster" by Otto Hover covers the square-riggers owned in Bremen and the 


rest of the Weser ports, As far as I can determine, there is nothing similar for Ham- 
burg or the Balticprts, Second part: answer by John Lyman, 
Six Masted Vessels on the Pacific Coast 


Name Off. No. Ex name built rerigged year 
CITY OF SYDNEY 125470 (steamer ) Chester, Pa, 1916 
E, R. STERLING 212613 LORD WOLSELEY etc, Belfast 1883 G6m.bktn 1906 
STAR OF SCOTLAND 14494 KENILWORTH Pt. Glasgow 1887 4m,sch 
TANGO 22199, etc, Pt. Glasgow Gm.sch 
KATHERINE 213896 COUNTY OF LINLITHGOW Glasgow 1887 4m.sch pal 

aux 
FORT LARAMIE 220724 (steamer hull) North Bend, Ore. 1919 6m.sch, 
OREGON PINE 220005 (steamer hull) Portland, Ore. 1920 Gm,sch. 
OREGON FIR 220032 (steamer hull) Portland, Ore. 1920 4n.sch, 


The last three were wooden steamer hulls finished as six-masted schooners: CITY 
OF SYDNEY was a Pacific Mail steamer; and the rest were four=-masted barks of four= 
masted ships originally. 


Victor C, Wést sends the names and numbers of five vessels which check with five 
on the above list, 


Comments on the "P" Liners —- also by Mr. Lyman. "Sea Breezes", vol, 23, had 
a three-part "Roll of Honour" of the Laeisz line, which listed about 60 "Pts", as 
well as a few early ones with other names, I believe it all started with PUDEL, which 
was a pet name given by the owner to his wife, and then to a ship. 


Winston Langdon adds another "P" Liner to his eheck list - the PEARCEO ex 
Brilliant, 


Query No, 108 by Wayne B, Yarnall, reply by Winston Langdon, About the query 
on New Jersey Craft Schooner built at Greenwich Piers, New Jersey. 
See Neptune Vo.. 1, page 69, Plans available from Smithsonian Institution, 


auery No. 104 of Victor C, West, reply by John aa Further data on the Coos Bay= 
uilt vessels, e was los Marc 


at Iversen's Landing, Calif,, 
according to her last document, although I suspect that the actual date was a week or 


so earlier, LAURA MAY was lost Kvichak on 12 August 1901. VIKING was lost on Prince 
of Wales I,, Alaska, ) August 190), ALTON was sold foreign in March 1899 and WINCHEST- 


ER in December 19033 neither can be traced further at this time, although I judge they 
went to Canadian or Jap flag for sealing. 


Query No. 115 of Dr. Berenson by Frank W. Thober. Silsbee, Dickman and Allen Vessels. 
Se has compiled a list of 49 vessels of this famous firm. He states that the 
list is probably not complete, particularly in the early years. The list shows rig, 
tonnage, place and date built with remarks, The MARY ANN is the first ship on the 
list, built 179), while the PANAY is the last, built 1877. Two ships on the list 
figured in both Gold Rushes in our country, The ship ROME, 334 tons, built Salem 1829 
was converted to a wharf - San Francisco 1849, The ship SHIRLEY, 910 tons, built 
Medford 1850 was used as a floating hotel in Alaska 1897, From Mr. Thober: "The 
owners of these vessels are variously designated as Silsbee, Pickman & Allen; Stone, 
Silsbee & Pickman; Silsbee & Pickman; and other combinations, They were not a corpor~ 
ation or a formal partnership, but rather a loose association of men who owned and 
operated the ships, As was customary in this country in the 19th century, the ships 
were owned in shares by various members of the Stone, Pickman, Silsbee and Allen 
families, with some shares owned by others," Mr. Thober also gives his sources and 
states that there is a great deal of data in the following books: 
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Ship Registers of the District of Salem and Beverly 
by A, F, Hitchings and Steven W. Phillips 
Ships and Sailors of Old Salem, Ralph D, Paine 
Three Generations of Silsbees and Their Vessels, 
Martha W. F, Duren 
The Old Shipmasters of Salem, Charles E, Trow 
Salem Vessels and their Voyages, George C, Putnam ( vols) 
Old Time Ships of Salem, Essex Institute, Salem 
These books are all available in the New York Public Library. 


Note: To our regret, the list of Mr, Thober could not be given in full. Those inter 
ested may obtain a copy from the Secretary. 
Query No, 113 = Trunnels of Charles F. H. Menges. Reply by Winthrop Pratt, Jr. 


26 


3. 


ence, 


for s 


men's 


on November 15th, After the usual excellent dinner there was considerable discussion 
of the question of research projects to be done by the group. It was decided not to 


start any major project at present, but that by the next meeting each member should 
submit the following: 


in the possession of the Marine Historical Association of Mystic, Conn., which are 


purchased for around $1,000 each, 


Very large treenails were sometimes wedged with three hardwood wedges driven into 
the end of the treenail in the form of a triangle. Small ones had two wedges 
driven so as to cross each other, Later (at the end of the 1800's), crossed wedges 
were used for large treenails and single mes for small treenails, The forc= 
going from Desmond's "Wooden Ship Building," 

Chapelle, "History of the American Sailing Navy," p. 521 (Appendix quoting speei- 
fications of 1826 for wales of the WARREN and FALMOUTH), mentions locust tree= 
nails "to follow 1 1/)" auger", and that the heads are to be caulked (the term 
used to describe wedging treenails) "in a triangular manner," 

Falconer, 1776 edition, says that treenails were in diameter one inch for each 


100 feet length of vessels, A 150 foot vessel would have 1 1/2 inch diamter 
treenails, 


A hundred years later, when treenails were used with metal volts on the same plank, 


the treenails were smaller, a 152 ft. vessol having 1 1/4 inch treenails, 

The "pyramid-shaped" wedges found by Shedd and Lyman are new to me, They are 
not unlike the older triangular threc-wedge idea but I'd think the pyramid would 
be more apt to work loose, 


MEETING OF THE NEW YORK GROUP OF THE NAUTICAL RESEARCH GUILD 


Twelve N. R. G, members and thirteen guests met at the Seamen's Church Institute 


le A list of those fields of research in which he is particularly interested 


and in which he has books or other material which could be made available for refer= 


2. Alist of all sources known to him of marine photographs, 


On a motion by Mr. Minuse, James B, Connolly, the well known author, was elected 


an honorary member of the group, 


Mrs, Klein told of several models buiit and owned by Charles G, Davis and now 


ale, She said no definite prices had been set, but that they probably could be 
The models are of the following vessels: 


ISAAC WEBB SUNBEAM ANN McKIM 
SEA WITCH HELENA CAMEO 
YOUNG AMERICA 


It was decided to hold the next meeting on Wednesday, January 17th at the Sea= 
Church Institute, 


Mr, John Noble then gave an informal talk on coasting schooners, based on his 
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pages, 


Calif. 


of them, 


city officials cooperating very nicely, 


in charge, 


at a cost of 25 cents per page. 
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considerable experience as a seaman on such vessels, and as an artist making pictures 
He’ gave a great deal of information on their design, construction, rigging 
and handling, and told many interesting stories about the schooners and their crews, 

He also told about some of the old hulks that ended their days at Port Johnson on the 
Kill Van Kull near where he has his studio, 
some of Mr, Noble's lithographs of schooners, These are part of a series called 

"Schoonerts Progress" which tells the story of a four master from the time she was 


The talk was illustrated with copies of 


until she ended her days in a “boneyard", There were also exhibited a number 


of the Douglas photographs of schooners of around 1900, loaned by Mrs, Painc, and 
some photographs of later schooners taken by Mr, Thober in the 1930!s, 


Those present at the mceting were: 


Ne G. Members Guests 
Joy Buba sohier Bosley 
Marjorie Dent Candee Mr. Brown 
Michael Costagliola Mr. Buba 
Ae G. Law James Frost 
Douglas Miller Angela Geele 
Howard Miller Capt. Ben Harrison 
John M, Minuse James A, Healy 
Albert Parsons Mr. & Mrs. Adolph Kicin 
Carola Paine John Noble 
Edwin N, Rich Mrs, Rich 
Frank W, Thober Mrs, Thober 


William D, Wilkinson 


THE SAN FRINCISCO AFTERGUARD OF THE I/.UTICAL RESEARCH GUILD 


The last mecting of the year was held at the San Francisco Yacht Club on Nove 


end, Karl Kortuwn reported the progress of the San Francisco Aquatic Park Sea= 


port Project, which he says is coming along very well with Mayor Robinson and all 
The Project Headquarters has been moved from 
City Hall to the Civic .iuditorium, where Glcn Berger and Karl Kortum (both N.R.G.) are 
Mr. C, T. Surridge has returned from his trip to England and Europe and 

gave a most intcresting account of his visits to liuscums and other places of Nautical 
Interest, A letter was read from Hon. Sec. H. V. Evans of the Thames Ship Lovers 
Society of London, who gave the Afterguard 100%3 on the "Brains Trust" questions, 
next mecting is planned for February, which ‘vill be a dinner meeting -=- date and place 
will be announced latcr. Guild members living in the Bay area are invited to our 
meetings and to enroll in the Afterguard — James H, Willey, Yeoman, Bayside Acres, 
San Rafael, California, 


FROM OUR MEMBERSHIP CHAIRIAN Willis Nye 


The membership campaign is under way — remember our goal is 200 for 1951, 
we add new members at the rate we are going it will be easy, 


The 


If 


In the past years, Popular Science Magazine at 353 Fourth Avenue, New York City, 
published blue prints of several interesting sailing ship models, They inform us 
blue prints of models are no longer available, 


that 


However, blue prints No, 206 of the 


25 and $.70 respectively, Photostat copies of the remaining models can be made 


GALLEON REVENGE, and No, 252 of the Trading Schooner may still be obtained at a cost 
of $1. 
b Each model was published in three issues, about 10 


Blue prints and photostats may be ordered directly from the book department, 


These photos are all good and clear and size about 8 x 10, 


For those members looking for good rare ship photographs of clipper ships and square 
riggers, send your order to Swiss-/merican Watchmaker, 8 Market Street, San Francisco, 


ee 
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CHRONOLOGICAL TABLES 
We are very pleased to announce that 
Mr, Thomas Hornsby has accepted the 
post as Editor in Chief of the Chron 
ological Tables of the Nautical 


Research Guild, In the January issue 


of the Journal Mr, Hornsby will lay 
before you his plans for the active 


participation of all members and chart 


a course for our future guidance in 


this important effort, 


INTRODUCING NEW MEMBERS 


Howard I, Chapclle, "Tolland" R,F.D. #1, Cambridge, Maryland, Mr, Chapelle 
is well known to our members for his books on sailing craft, the most recent onc, 
"History of the Sailing Navy", having been prevued in the Secretary!s Monthly Letter, 
He is also a naval architect and yacht designer and is presently engaged in research 
on the small wooden sailing vessels of the United States, His interests are varied, 
but he has a definite "prejudice" towards salt water and sail, 


The Library of Chalmcrs University of Technology, Gothenburg, Sweden, ’ From their 
Tetter: Being a university library and at the Same time a Government central library 
for Swedish shipping ond ship building research, as well as for technical and scientific 
research on the whole, we would like to establish exchange relations with you con= 
cerning shipping publications, May we ask you to kindly let us know, if we could 
possibly have the Nautical Research Journal and the Secretary's Monthly Letter regu= 
larly from’you, In cxchange we offer you those of the "Transactions", issued by this 
university, which deal with subjects in the above field, as well as the "Publications 
of the Swedish State Shipbuilding Experimental Tank", Gothenburg, Sweden, Enclosed 
you will find lists of these publications, We would point out to you that Gothen= 
burg is a center in the Swedish shipping world and through us your publications would 
be made known in wide shipping circles of this country, (The Transactions will be 
mailed to all members interestcd, ) 


The California State Library, Sacramento 9, Calif, We are pleased that this famous 
Tibrary of the State of California has subscribed to our publication, 


Leonard Johnson, 1612 Cedar St., Berkelcy 3, Calif, "I sail for Standard of Calif-— 
ornia and at present am Second Officer, holding 2 Chief Mate's license, I know Capt. 
Sullivan and have sailed with him a few years back, Put me down as an amatcur when 

it comes to ship modeling but I am rerigging a model of the WANDERER, which my father 
made years ago and which has suffered severely through the years, Finished a2 model 

of a 10" sea mortar last night and have made 2 12 1b, carronade, The BOUNTY LAUNCH 
and the JOE LANE are my next projects. My very special interest is whaling and the 
discoveries made by these ships in the early days," 
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Frank R, Miller, 7393 No. Ridgewood Place, Hollyviood 38, Colif, Mr, Harold Cook 
of the Navy Department (Bureau of Ships) referred Mr, Miller to the Guild for informa- 
tion about the U, S, Brig CABOT. Note the queries he has entered on this vessel, Mr, 
Miller was sea going two ycoars with the U, S, Marines, He has been a ship modeler for 
15 years and has to his credit models of CONSTITUTION, CHARLES W, MORGAN, BOUNTY and 
FLYING CLOUD, <A fire in his workshop burnt up two of his models but he is now getting 
underway again and is replacing his tools and equipment, He is having trouble with the 
deck plan of the CABOT, Can anyone help him? 


Charles M, Allan, 518 S, Greenleaf Ave., Whitticr, Calif, Mr, Allan was set 
designer , developing profiles and details of all types of ships for United Artist, 
Paramount and 20th Century-Fox, Mr, Allan has made models of the Spanish Galleon, 
CONSTITUTION, VICTORY, JiMES 4 WRIGHT, SEA WITCH and a built-up model of the LEXINGTON 
and numerous famous yachts, (Secretary's note —- after 6 years we have finally found 
a ship modcler in Whittier, Calif. We are overjoyed. Mr. Allan has left his built-up 
model of the LEXINGTON in our care and all local members are invited to see it, It 

is built on 3/16 scale and not as yet planked and all the details including the 1/32" 
trunnels can be seen, It is a beautiful job, 


Austin Hale Smith, 3311 Arbor Way, Sacramento, Calif, Mr, Smith served with 
the U. S,. Marine Corps on the Asiatic Station in U. S, Cruiser HOUSTON and in Frigate 
BURLINGTON with the U. S. Coast Guard. His special interest is 17th and 18th Cent, 
war ships, yachts and unusual types, also old charts, marine history, early U. S,. 
Navy, peculiar guns and other machines aboard ship, His models are interesting — 
Virginia privateer, two British ships-of=the=line 1680 rigged and 1710 hull from 
assorted sources, <A Dutch Admiralty yacht of 1710 from his drawings from models, 

8" overall model of a Chinest junk — drawn from the original and a U. S. Coast Guard 
Cutter from the drawings of Howard I, Chapelle, 


S. M. Sienkowski, 2717 Fifticth St., Kenosha, Wis, Mr. Sienkowski is a manufac- 
turer of plastics, He is an avid collector of ship pictures, and cruises Lake Michi- 
gan, He is interested in sailing ships from the ancient to the clipper ship era, 


Miss Frances Diane Robotti, 2109 Gleason ve., New York, 51, N. Y. Miss Robotti 
is author of "Whaling and Old Salem", reviewed in this issue, She is a member of 
the University Women, Essex Institute and the Nautical Writers Club. The following 
is taken from Miss Robotti's letter -- "I do not know whether your Guild admits any 
members of the distaff side, As it happens, the cuthor of "Whaling and Old Salem is 
the first American woman to write such a history, If I am eligible by virtue of my 
authorship, I shall be very pleased to join forces with the Guild, Meanwhile all 


good wishes for the splendid work the Guild is doing to preserve America!s maritime 
traditions of the sailing years," 


Further information from Mr, Howard Miller, In the October issue, we introduced 
Mr. Howard Millcr, At that time we did not have any information about Mr, Miller's 
nautical intcrests, A recent letter tells us that he now is pilot of a New York 
City police boat and that he has done some cruising in the Gulf of Mexico, Chesapeake 
Bayand Long Island Sound is principally interested in the later day square riggers 
and the few that are still afloat. “I would like p-rticularly to learn more about 
the so-called 'country ships! that were employed in the Indian Ocean, chiefly in the 
Burmese rice trade," 


Dr. Charles S, Bridgham, Sullivan, Maine, introduced by Margaret Nickerson Caldwell, 
It.is with pleasure that I introduce for membership Dr. Charles Simpson Bridgham of 
Sullivan, Maine, Dr, Bridgham has modestly inquired about his eligibility for member 
ship. Because of this I have gone through previously published records to give you 


some facts regarding ancestors of Dr. Bridgham, who were patriots and seagoing ad= 
venturers, 
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On the maternal side was Daniel Sullivan whose tragic story was written in the 
log of the British ship ALLEGIANCE and published in December 1949 issue of "The Letter", 
Another ancestor of the same period was Josiah Simpson who was at the siege of Louis= 
burg and later as master of a transport, carried troops to Quebec in that expedition, 
Later in life Captain Josiah built ships at Fall's Point, here in Sullivan, and these 
ships had as captains at least four of his sons: Josiah Simpson, Jre, was captain of 
the DIANAs Paul Simpson is listed as Shipmaster and James Simpson as Master Mariner, 
while John Simpson, after sailing as Captain of one of his father's ships, built his 
own vessel which was christened RACHEL for his wife, the former Rachel Sullivan, daugh- 
ter of Danicl Sullivan, This ship RACHEL was lost off Cape Cod in a November snow= 
storm, 1798, with all on board, At a lator date, John Sullivan Emery, a descendant, 
erected a stone to Captain John Simpson's memory in North Truro, Mass., where his 

body was buried, James Simpson, his son, was captain of the CASTINE and James Simpson, 
the brother of Captains Josiah Jr., John and Paul, lost two sons at sea: Aaron off 

the schooner MRS in 1825 and Joseph off the schooner ARISTIDES in 1830. 


Capt, mos Simpson was said to have commanded more vessels than any other man 
from Sullivan, Along with these ancestors were the Emerys, shipechandlers of Sullivan 
and Boston and the ship-building Hills, <A father and grandfather, who as estecmed 

physicians ministered to these seafaring men and their families for two gencrations, 


Following completion of his studies, Dr, Bridgham worked with his father here 
in Sullivan but later went west to establish a practice in Wenatchee, Washington, Now, 
upon retirement, Dr, Bridgham is back home on Frenchman's Bay, but can no longer watch 
square rigged ships, like beautiful birds, sailing the bay, Gone are the days when 
the hull of the wrecked MARY ELIZA served as a playground for the neighborhood young= 
sters, when to swing from her bleaching ribs was a favorite pastime. Dr. Bridgham 
loves ships and with his long established hobby — photography - we now have a momber 
who can and will help to uncover the vast amount of material buried in this section, 


Ephraim Foster Tway, Shipsmith, The following letter from Mr, Tway will intro= 
duce him far better than any words of the secretary, We welcome Mr. Tway with his 
knowledge of the old ships and his experience, 


I am very pleased to have been invited and sponsored by Capt. Leighton Robinson 
to apply for membership in the Nautical Research Guild, As to my experience aboard 
ship - will say I came out here to San Francisco on board the old S,. S,. S:AN PABLO 
which was built in Cramps Ship Yards in Philadelphia on the Delaware River in 1881, 
She was the first Amcrican ship to go through the Suez Canal. She was owned by 0, & 
A. S. S. Company and managed on the west coast by the Pacific Mail S. S, Co, 


I served my time at Cramp's as ship machine forger, I have been here in S, F, 
some 68 years as shipsmith. I had a partner, A, T. Christoffersen, and we were 
together over 35 years until he passed on some 30 years ago, It has been our pleasure 
to have ironed off many vessels from small pleasure yachts as well as two to five 


masted vesscls (sailing vessels), Also many steamers from the old type lumbcr vessels 
to larger cargo ships, 


During World War #1 we ironed off twelve four-masted Barkentines (Rolphts) as 
well as three mastcrs, together with many othcr type of vessels, It may interest you 
to know that I forged and worked at furnace fire and steam hammer until I was 72 
years of age, I am 94 ycars come next February, Most of my jobs was the heavy work 
required on the mast and sq-sail yards, jibboom = bowsprit, all the above by our ovm 
design and no blueprints, I did some work on the MELANOPE for Capt. Robinson, I 
feel I have done my alloted days work, In all those years I found it a pleasure to 
carry on = for as a rule we found the class and type of men who owned and managed the 
shipping was REAL men and at all timcs reasonable as to time and prices and as to 

pay -- A No, 1, So what can one expect to go through so many years and with entire 
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satisfaction, 


We were the first shop in San Francisco to do away with the old deadcyes ond 
lanyards for the rigging that sustains the mast, head gear, jibboom and bowsprit by 
uSing on all types of sailing vessels and stcamers heavy turnbuckles of all required 
sizes from 7/8 x 3 ft. to 22" x 23" dia. double jaw turnbuckles, Turnbuckles fitting 
with thimble hearts, Before the above wes used it took the full crew to set up two 
main shrouds for rigging, or bobstay chains from three to six hours, Now one man can 
set up two bobstays on a vessel carrying two 13" x 20! bobstay chains with the 2m 2z 

x 5 ft 6 buckles in three hours and no capstans required to taughten the two chains. 
Some saving and no hand work, We were busy for some three years in replacing new and 
old vessels with our make of rigging = turnbuckles to replace lanyards, We found the 
longer we were in business the more we learned to make our work safle == less labor and 
more convenient, It seemed like music = the longer you live the more new tunes you 
can learn to play. 


We had quite an experience in April of 1949 = we were called up to make and fit 
up new iron and steel work for the sloop GJOa. She is now moored in Golden Gate Park 
in San Francisco, This vessel is the only one that came through the Northwest passage 
some hO years ago, It was here in San Francisco that she was brought in our harbor 

by the noted cxplorer Amundsen who gave her to San Francisco and she was placed there 
as a present from the Norwegian people of the city, Well, we were told that this ves= 
sel was 78 years old and that we must make hcr the same as when she was new, "We wore 
up a tree" as to blucprints, Neither had we anything to go by. But how to get it? 
The contractor to fit her up complete was to get $25,000.00, All he had was a photo= 
graph of her, "Well, it's up to you, Tway, to fit her up as she was 78 years ago", 
Old type deadcyes = and chain plates and what not, However we had the rigger come 

out to the beach and look her over, What passed through my head was plenty in several 
ways. However, I made three trips out to this little "old wonder" GJOA, I looked 
over an old sketch book about 60 years ald = got but little satisfaction, So I just 
jotted down what I saw when I looked at her, notcd what was in my line and worked it 


out in due time, They had no deadeyes in stock here in San Francisco, We made bands - 


some round with jaws and hinges = some square = some oval = some double and single, 
All for the main=mast and main gaff, All new bands, for ‘bowsprit and jibboom = top= 
mast and peak halyard, In fact too numerous to mention, Aftcr some 1 days of work 
we had all finished and gaivanized = links = bolts = shackles, etc, Then took same 
to spar makcr and the rigger, All came out to the best liking with no alterations, 


write up of their oldest reader E,. F. Tway and how he did the many forgings on the 
GJOA.) 


I was born in Philadelphia = the city of brotherly love - so if I can advise 


any of the members on types of iron and stcel work used on old sailing vessels I'll be 


glad to do what I can although I'm not right sharp on writing as I used to be, 
(Ephraim Foster Tway, 952 Sanchez St., San Francisco, Calif.) 


Howard A. LeVan, Jr., 25 N. Front Strect, Harrisburg, Pa. We have received an 
application from TF. LeVan, We have written him for more information concerning his 
neutical interests which ve hope to publish soon, 


(Bill Adamts Charts, continued from page 151) owing to the nicety with which it is 
marked. Distance and course given from some ports to others -=- from the Smalls to 
Holyhead, Port Madoc, from Liverpool to Holyhead, Dublin, and a few others, This 

chart is a little torn at the edgcs in places, but would be very easy to repair, 


(You will see in the April 199 copy of the "Pacific Marine Review" a nice little 
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THE 


GAM( CHAIR 


Merry Christmas 


Happy New Year 


from the west coast, 


the postage, 


There will be a new application form in January — some write they need forms 
to get new members <= Formalitics may be attended to later -- use any paper -= send in 
the $5.00 and we have had some members on what might be called credit and have never 
lost a cent...DUES are DUE -— get them in early -- Winston Langdon says there is one 


Date of mailing: Dec, 8, 1950 


thing he learned from the Chinese -- "4A picture is worth a 
thousand words" =- If we have more members we will have more 
pictures in 1951....Yes, we are almost hopelessly behind in 
our correspondence -—- if we had 200 members, we could get 


some secretarial help a couple days a week when we need ites. 
WANTED =— A member to organize a group in Southern California 


--We have ten members in the vicinity of Los Angeles and we 
should get together once in a while..,Note the date of the 
next meeting of the New York Group is January 17th, 1951 at 
the Seaman's Church Institute and please try to attend...We 
had two very nautical meetings on the orange grove recently 
--J, Porter Shaw paid us a visit and we gleaned everything 
we could from him in the short time he was here==Then came 
Fred S, Rice of Tacoma and Charles M, Allan of Whittier, 
The built-up model of the LEXINGTON of Mr, Allan received 
the most attention...Wm, Dixon, Inc., 32-l\-6 Kinney St., 
Newark, N, J., publishes an illustrated catalogue of Jewel= 
ers, Aarts and Crafts, Metal Workers and Die Sinkcrs Tools-= 
it used to cost .50 cts--it lists and illustrates hundreds 
of small hand tools,....Please enter queries, answers, dis= 
cussions, etc, on separate shcets and use one side of the 


page=——Our dcad line is the last weck in the month,,.Little things like these will 
be a great help in this one man office,...The whistle of the old S, S. BELFAST was sent 
It is now atop of a Belfast, Maine sardine factory, the city 
for which the ship was named,.,Note the item about a list of sources of ships pictures 
in the report of the New York Group---Our Qucry No, 117 was set up previous to the 
receipt of the report and we will let it stand because the subject is so interesting 
to many that we do not want it to be limited to New York alone..,We learn from J. 


Porter Shaw there is a set of Webb's original plates in the Library at the University 
of California. Berkeley, 


Harry D, Hamilton 


(From Wm, J. Strong, continued from page 154), If any of the membors are interested 
in these pictures, they can obtain them by sending me 10¢ in stamps to cover part of 


(Whaling and Old Salem, continued from page 153). 

A foreword by Carleton D, Morse and to top it all, Miss Robotti has dedicated 
her book to Col. Lawrence W. Jenkins (N.R.G,.), Director Emeritus of the Peabody 
Museum, Salem, "Whaling and Old Salem" by Frances Diane Robotti, published by New= 


comb and Gaus Company, Salem, Mass, National Distributor - Oliver Durell, Inc,, 
257 Fourth Ave., New York 10, N. Y. 


Price $3.50. 


Now is the time to check up on missing 1950 back numbers. They are 50¢ each 
after the first of the year. 


munbers to all new 1950 members. 


quently dues of all members are now payable for 1951, The enclosed slip calls this 
to your attention and please give it your attention at once, 


As has been our practice we have sent a file of back 
The reprints will be ready in a few days, cpnse~ 
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